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Dear School Group Trip Organizer,  

Thank you for choosing Castle Mountain Resort as your school ski trip destination! We agree that the 
promotion of a  physically active lifestyle and teaching the importance of outdoor activities is vital to the 
health and wellbeing of your  students.  Our program is designed to mitigate the risks of a ski and snowboard 
trip and to ensure a great day is had by  all! Our staff looks forward to making your day a special..  

We want your experienced students to be able to take full advantage of the incredible terrain and snow 
conditions at  Castle Mountain!  We have developed a new Afternoon Adventure series of clinics for your 
experienced skiers and  snowboarders who want to get to the top of the mountain with a certified instructor 
to explore all Castle has to offer.    

Everything you need to know to plan and prepare for a successful school trip to Castle Mountain can be 
found in this  information booklet.  Please take the time to familiarize yourself with our forms and ensure 
you have all the information  required before you send them to us.  Proper and accurate completion of these 
forms is vital to ensure that our staff  scheduling and operational plan for the day are customized to the 
needs of your group.   Please ensure your parents and chaperones have been provided the parent and 
chaperone information sheet which will keep them informed about the happenings expected at the resort 
that day.   

If you have any questions or special requests about our School Group Program, please let us know prior to 
your visit so  we can do our best to accommodate and address these needs.  

We look forward to your visit,  

Peter Stewart  
Director of Snow-Sports School  
Castle Mountain Resort  
Enjoy your next Mountain Experience  
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NEW FOR THE 2016-17 SEASON!!!! 

Beginner Kinder Ski and Snowboard Program for Students in School Groups  

This new program is provided for Grades K to 2 beginner students,   if your school is bringing this age 
group to Castle this winter we will be using a different format for these grades to focus more 
effectively on their skill development.  These students will need to be grouped separately from grades 
3 and up.  They will have a separate group of instructors working with this age group.  Staff will be 
leading them through some fun tasks that will help them learn to ski or snowboard more effectively.      

The students who are level 2 and higher will proceed to the stamp test and the second lesson as usual.   

This kinder beginner group will meet in front of the snow school starting between 9:30am and 9:45am. 
The lesson will progress from there until lunch time at 12:00pm.     

During this process the K to 2 instructor team will be moving through this group once on they are on 
the moving carpet.  Working through these little guys and gals and getting them ready to experience 
the chair lift.  The intent is to progress those that are ready up the chairlift in groups of 3 to 4 and get 
them rolling on the green chair.   It is important that some parent chaperones are available to assist 
moving these groups of little guys and gals up the chair effectively.    This process should be pre-
communicated to the chaperones prior to ensure the expectations are understood.   The Instructor will 
then take over once the little group is at the top and assist them with mastering the green chair runs.  It 
may take several runs to get each group confident and some students may prefer to stay on the carpet 
run which is perfectly fine.     
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SAFETY 
We have designed our School Program to adhere to the safety guidelines set out by ASBIE through the Safety Guidelines  for Physical Activity in Alberta 
Schools.  Accordingly, we have implemented the following safety policies and procedures;  

ABILITY ASSESSMENT  

On your ticket order form, we request an estimate of how many students you will have in each of the ability  levels.  Please refer to the 
Ability Levels chart included in this package.  

Students will be required to have their abilities formally assessed by a certified ski or snowboard instructor.  All  experienced skiers/
snowboarders will participate in the Ability Assessment (Stamp Test) as their FIRST RUN of  the day.  This assessment will determine 
which lesson will be most appropriate for their ability level.  (Beginners  will automatically participate in an introductory lesson)  

LIFT ACCESS  

The Safety Guidelines for Physical Activity in Alberta Schools requires that students are restricted to terrain and  lifts deemed 
appropriate for their ability level as determined by a Snow School instructor.  We use a stamp  system to indicate which chairlift a 
student may ride.  Supervisors, teachers, and parents may not take students  on a lift beyond the ability level as assessed by our 
instructors.   

Throughout the day, students will have up to 3 opportunities to show their skills for a stamp to give them access  to the Huckleberry 
chairlift which services our intermediate terrain.  Students wishing to ride the Sundance chair  or the Tamarack chair to the top of the 
mountain must earn those stamps during their 1hr lesson.   

TERRAIN PARK  

Students are not permitted in the terrain park.  As part of the policy when using equipment from Alpenland, no  rental equipment is 
permitted in the terrain park.  

HELMETS  

Please refer to your board policies for helmet use.  We strongly recommended that all students wear helmets.  

INSTRUCTORS  

All our instructors are certified professionals either through the Canadian Ski Instructors Alliance (CSIA), the  Canadian Association of 
Snowboard Instructors (CASI), or an international association of professional ski and  snowboard instructors.  Our instructors are also 
required to participate in additional training specific to our  schools program to ensure they are fully knowledgeable in all safety 
procedures and practices.  

LESSONS  

Following the measures laid out in the Safety Guidelines for Physical Activity in Alberta Schools (June 2013) “All  students should be 
grouped appropriately and must participate in a lesson”.  Students will be split into groups  based on their ability as determined by our 
certified instructors.  Lessons will be skill specific for all ability levels  from first-time beginners to expert skiers/snowboarders.  All 
lessons will run for 1hr with the option of a skill  specific clinic in the afternoon.    
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SCHOOL GROUP WEEKDAY PRICES 2016 – 2017  

All prices include GST  

Booking Terms & Conditions    

•  Groups must have a minimum of 15 students attending to qualify for school group pricing  
•  For every 15 students, 1 complimentary adult ticket will be provided PLUS for every 10 students, a discounted  adult chaperone 

ticket will be offered at $39  
•  Additional adult tickets may be ordered at regular season rates  
•  ALL complimentary and chaperone tickets must be included on your ticket order form – adult tickets added the  

day of your visit will be subject to regular season rates  
•  The invoice must be paid in full before departure, unless otherwise arranged  
•  Prices are subject to change without notice  
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Lift Ticket Rentals 
Ski or 

Snowboard 
(includes 

helmet rental) 

Helmet 
Only 

Rental 

Lesson 
ASBIE 

required for  
all students 

Afternoon 
Adventure 

Series 

Lunch 
Option  *Hot 
dog  *Hamburger  
*Grilled Cheese  
+ sm. fries &  
beverage 

Child
 Gr. K-2

$16.00 $17.00 $3 $25 N/A $14

Child 
Gr. 3 – 6 

$16.00 $17.00 $3 $22 N/A $14

Junior 
Gr. 7 – 12  

$20.00 $21.00 $3 $22 $40 $14

Required Adult 
Chaperones 

(1:10) 

$39.00 $25.00 $3 $22 $40 $14

Additional 
Adults 

$74.00 $35.00 $3 $22 $40 $14
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AFTERNOON ADVENTURE SERIES  

Minimum 2 students  1:30pm – 3:00pm  $40/student  

Geared for Level 4+ skiers and snowboarders who are ready to explore all the awesome terrain and powder stashes  Castle Mountain has to offer!  
Students can choose one of the adventure options below to challenge their skills and take  their skiing and snowboarding to the next level.  

Powderhounds  
Explore off-piste and find the powder stashes all over the upper mountain and the glades on Haig.  Students will  learn great tips and tricks for 
slashing pow pow all over the mountain!    

Jumps and Bumps  
Some students will seek out any little divot to catch some air!  This afternoon adventure will teach students the  proper way to approach small 
jumps and how to land safely.  They will play in the moguls found around the  mountain and learn how to maintain control in uneven terrain.  

Big Mountain Free Ride  
For students wanting to ski the chutes with more fluidity or to navigate some of the treed runs on the upper  mountain with ease.  Instructors 
will teach students about route-finding and how to read a run.  Students will  learn techniques to help them on these steeper pitches and in 
varied snow conditions.  

ALTERNATIVE PROGRAMMING  

Adaptive Lessons  
Castle Mountain is proud to offer an adaptive lesson program for students with physical disabilities.  These  lessons run in the morning and are 
priced to match the Afternoon Adventure series.  Advance notice and  discussion of the specific requirements of your student(s) is required.  
These lessons are subject to instructor  and equipment availability.  Please call the Snow School for further information about this program.  

Private Lessons  
$99/hour --- Private lessons are available to accommodate students with cognitive disabilities and/or special  needs.  These lessons can run 
one-on-one with an instructor or with and instructor and an aide.  Advance  booking is required and the lesson time will depend on instructor 
availability.    
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PLANNING GUIDE  

BOOKING YOUR VISIT  

Bookings for a school visit can be made up to ONE YEAR in advance of the trip.  Contact the Snow School at  Castle Mountain Resort to 
discuss the availability of your preferred dates.  

o  Phone:  1-800-754 – 8667 or 403 – 627 – 5101 ext. 243  o  Fax:  403 – 627 – 3515   
o  Email:  katie.wallace@skicastle.ca November – April  o   peter.stewart@skicastle.ca April – November  o  Castle Mountain 
Resort - Box 610 - Pincher Creek, AB - T0K 1W0  

Complete and return the Booking Confirmation Form to finalize your reservation either by email fax or mail  

COLLECTING AND SUBMITTING INFORMATION  

All the forms required by Castle Mountain Resort can be found on our website at  skicastle.ca/School-Group-Program    

Rental Spreadsheet Form  
Deadline for submission is 2 weeks prior to your visit date  

o  Use the spreadsheet in the format provided and ensure all information is complete prior to submission   o  Incomplete information will 
result in delays the morning of your visit  o  Please note: there is a tab for skier information and a tab for snowboarder information at the 
bottom of  

the rental spreadsheet  

Ticket Order Form  
Deadline for submission is 2 weeks prior to your visit date  

o  The ability level break-down of your students, included on this form, will help us schedule our staff most  
appropriately for your visit  

o  Include ticket orders for all complimentary tickets and required chaperones (1 discounted for every 10  students attending).  Additional 
adult tickets purchased the day of your visit will be subject to regular  season rates.  

School Board Permission Form  

Any parental permission forms required by your school board and division must be created by the school.   Please create and distribute permission 
forms in accordance with the specific requirements of your School Board  and Division.     
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Parent Information Sheet  (will be sent to schools with booking confirmation)  

Parent volunteers are vital to the smooth operation of your trip day.  To make sure they know what to expect  when arriving at the hill with 
your students, we have created an information sheet to be sent home to parent  and adult chaperones.  Please make sure every parent 
chaperone accompanying your group to the hill has  received this information sheet.  

Supervision Groups  

If you decide to assign an adult chaperone to supervise a group of students, please consider making those  assignments on the day of the visit 
based on the ability assessment made by the instructors.  This way, we can  avoid confusion if all students are not at their estimated ability 
levels.  

IN SCHOOL SAFETY PRESENTATION  

Prior to your visit, you will be sent a safety presentation consisting of a power point presentation with an  accompanying worksheet.  Within 
the power point, there is a YouTube link to a short film on snow sport safety  developed by Canadian Ski Patrol System.  Though it is not a 
requirement by us, having students participate in  this presentation will give them a good idea of what to expect on their trip.  
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Times subject to change   
Changes will be clearly communicated to the supervising teacher   

8:00 – 9:30am Arrival & Rentals  
Arrival by bus  

Please have all students remain seated on the bus seated until an instructor comes on board to give a brief  introduction of the day and 
hands out lift tickets   

Individual Arrival  
Parents and students arriving by car with their students should check in at the Snow School desk.  

Rentals  
Will be distributed by the Rental Shop staff in the day lodge  
Have students gather in the Day Lodge and await instruction from staff  

9:00 – 11:00am Heading Outside  
Instructors will be positioned to be the first point of contact students have as they head outside from the rental  station. The instructors will 
speak with each student to determine whether they should attend a beginner lesson  or if they are able to participate in the Ability Assessment.   

Beginner lessons  
Will commence a.s.a.p. in the morning. Students will be directed to these lessons by an instructor positioned at  the rental ski and snowboard 
racks.  

Ability Assessment  
When directed to do so by an instructor, students will ride the Green chairlift to the top of our beginner terrain  where instructors will be 
positioned to assess their skiing or snowboarding abilities and assign them to an  appropriate lesson  
Lesson time and lesson assignment will be marked on the reverse of each student’s lift pass  
MUST be the FIRST RUN of the day for ALL intermediate and advanced skiers and snowboarders.    
After the assessment run, students may have free time to ski until their lesson.  Lift access will be restricted to  the Huckleberry chairlift until 
lessons.  

11:00 – 12:00pm Intermediate and Advanced lessons  
Precise lesson time and the Huckleberry Stamp (if applicable) will be marked on the reverse of each student’s lift  pass once they complete the 
Ability Assessment   
All Intermediate and Advanced lessons will meet at the big Trail Map in the base area.  
***During their lesson is the only time students may earn the stamps necessary to ride the Sundance (blue)  chairlift or the (red) Tamarack 
chairlift to the upper mountain.***  
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1:00pm Huckleberry Stamp Test     
Students with an adequate ability level to safely ski or snowboard off the Huckleberry chairlift which accesses  our intermediate 
terrain will be given a stamp on their lift pass during their lesson that will allow them to ride  this chairlift.  
Any students who did not receive their Huckleberry chairlift stamp during their lessons may spend the  remainder of the morning 
practicing their skills on the beginner terrain. At 1:30pm there will be another  opportunity to complete the Ability Assessment and 
earn a stamp to ride the Huckleberry chairlift.  

2:00pm Confirm Invoice  
All unused lift tickets must be returned to the Snow School desk so the invoice can be finalized  
The supervising teacher is required to meet with the administration staff at the Snow School desk to review and  confirm the invoice.  
It is preferred that payment be made on the day of your school visit. If this is not possible, a copy of the invoice  may be submitted by 
the supervising teacher to the school for payment at a later date.  

3:00 – 4:00 End of the Day  
Rental equipment is to be returned to the Rental Shop  
Double and triple check that nothing has been left behind in the Day Lodge!  

If you have any questions or require further information please contact us at the numbers and emails below.   
We look  forward to seeing you at Castle Mountain Resort  
 o  Phone: 1 – 888 – 754 – 8667 (toll free)  (403) 627 – 5101 ext. 243  o  Fax:  (403) 627 – 3515  o   
Peter Stewart, Snow School Director peter@skicastle.ca   o  Katie Wallace, Assistant Snow School Director katie@skicastle.ca  
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SKIER ABILITY  
Level 1   Never skied before OR skied once or twice needing more experience (unable to stop).  

Level 2   Very basic turns on very gentle terrain; beginning to link turns.  

Level 3  Able to ski parallel from middle to the end of the turn, turns may start in wedge on steeper  
slopes but there is a definite effort to balance on parallel edges through the end of the turn.  

Level 4  Able to ski consistently on parallel edges on all green, blue terrain, small wedge might occur at  
the beginning of the turn on steep terrain, however the skis are parallel for almost all of the  turn.   

Level 5  Able to ski parallel on Black Terrain in all Snow conditions (Expert Terrain skier)  

SNOWBOARD ABILITY  
Level 1   Never ridden before OR ridden once or twice with little success.  

Level 2  Very basic side slipping with the ability to traverse across the hill in both directions. Can move  
around objects, and sideslip on both the toe and heel edge. Confident on Green terrain, Hesitant  on Blue Terrain.  

Level 3  Linked skidded turns on novice or intermediate terrain.  Still using upper body to initiate turns  
with some edging used at the end of the turns. Able to ride all blue terrain confidently.  

Level 4  Edging or carving becoming more predominant.  Linked turns are using lower body with less  
upper body rotation.  Able to ride all expert terrain confidently  
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SCHOOL GROUP BOOKING FORM 2016/2017  

School Group Name:  ______________________________________________________  
Contact Name:   ______________________________________________________  
Mailing Address:   ______________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________  

Postal Code:    ______________________________________________________  
Phone:    ______________________________________________________  

Fax:     ______________________________________________________  
Email:     ______________________________________________________  
Date(s) Requested:   ______________________________________________________  

Alternate Dates:   _____________________________________________________  
Approximate Number:  _____________________________________________________  

Grade(s):    _____________________________________________________  

Arrival Time:    8:45    9:00    9:30  

Please fill-in form and return it as soon as possible by  
fax (403) 627-3515 or email to schoolgroups@skicastle.ca or katie.wallace@skicastle.ca   
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